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CORONAVIRUS — ARTS INDUSTRY 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.43 pm]: I rise tonight to talk briefly about the arts industry. It is 
no surprise to many people in this chamber and the community that the arts sector has borne a significant portion 
of the brunt of the COVID crisis. Due to the social distancing restrictions, it was one of the first industries to be 
impacted by the pandemic. I read an article yesterday in The Guardian citing statistics from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics that only 47 per cent of arts and recreation businesses remain trading since preventive measures were 
put into place to curb COVID-19, compared with 76 per cent in retail, 85 per cent in mining and 88 per cent in 
other services. That is very shocking, and we need to let that sink in. These people are on the front line of the crisis, 
but they are helping a lot of our community through these dark times. Although they are doing their best to stay 
afloat by being very innovative and offering free concerts and things like that online, they are the people who we 
stand to lose. We are starting to see some glimpses of hope, and these people will be absolutely vital in the state’s 
economic recovery. These people work within the tourism, hospitality and accommodation sectors and they draw 
people into some of the places we like to mingle on weekends and when we go on holiday. 

Last week I decided to go for a walk past some of the venues that I have frequented and watched some of my 
favourite bands. I walked down to the Rosemount Hotel, across to The Bird, over to the Badlands Bar and reflected 
on some of the better concerts I had seen in recent times and on the times that I had spent with a lot of my friends. 
We need to remember that behind all those vacant venues are a lot of people who have been impacted by this 
pandemic. I have been contacted by many of those people who have told me they do not qualify for JobKeeper 
subsidy payments. We need to remember that a lot of these people have worked for multiple different employers 
throughout the years and do contract work as sound engineers, to help set up stalls or in merchandise. So many 
people who work in this sector rely on different employers. It is disappointing that the government has not extended 
the JobKeeper allowance to cover them. I know that the federal government needed to draw a line in the sand, but 
we have to remember that that line in the sand comes with a cost. That cost cannot be our arts community. I take 
my hat off to the government for some of the measures it has put forward in this space. Leadership has been shown 
in this space, but we need representatives from this state to lobby the federal government to ensure that we expand 
the support network so that we do not lose a generation of artists. We need to make sure that the arts sector is 
protected. It is vital that these people are able to return to where they are supposed to be to spread joy amongst the 
community and our lives, because they are so important to this state’s recovery. I look forward to seeing what the 
federal government comes back with. It is really important that the federal government and the Prime Minister 
listen to the arts sector and ensure that it is protected in this crisis. 
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